


[Name] MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
[Date 2026] 
Dear [Name], 
Protecting access to live theatre
I write to you as one of your constituents to voice my concern that theatre tours are being priced out of our local community. 
Domestic touring ensures that audiences in towns, rural areas, coastal communities and smaller cities to enjoy live performance closer to home. 
Yet rising transport, staffing, accommodation, freight, energy, National Insurance, and business-rates costs mean that tours are becoming shorter and increasingly concentrated in the largest venues and most economically prosperous towns and cities. Smaller and mid-scale venues are often the first to lose out.
Touring has fallen by 24% since 2019, while touring plays and drama have fallen by 64%. More than half of the 571 touring organisations analysed in Arts Council England’s recent Touring Review recorded losses.
The Society of London Theatre & UK Theatre have proposed three targeted measures that would address the decisions determining whether a production can visit another community, or a venue can continue to programme ambitious work:
· Keep tours on the road: Make unavoidable touring transfer costs, including freight, eligible for Theatre Tax Relief. 
· Fix the opera and ballet gap: Reduce the touring-rate threshold for opera and ballet to reflect the reality of large-scale national touring.
· Protect live performance venues: Extend the relief for pubs and live music venues to theatres and other live performance venues.
Theatre is one of the UK’s great success stories, but without targeted action more communities will lose access to the productions, jobs, and high street footfall that touring supports. The success of these proposals would be measured not only in additional touring weeks, but in regional venues remaining open, bigger audience figures outside already prosperous centres, and a more evenly distributed cultural offer across the UK.
Kind regards, 




